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ABSTRACT

Grounded Theoretical Exploration of Career Barriers and Coping
Behaviors of Lifelong Educators

Kyungmi Jang (Kyungpook National University)
Youngsup Hyun (Kyungpook National University)

This study was conducted with the aim of seeking career barriers experienced by lifelong
educators and actions to cope with them, To this end, 15 lifelong educators living in D City
and K Province were interviewed in-depth, The research method was analyzed according to
the theory of evidence presented by Strauss and Corbin(1998).

The results of the analysis are as follows, First, 194 concepts, 40 subcategories, and 17
upper categories were derived through open coding, Second, in axial coding, central
phenomena were trial and error of challenge and adversity, mixed conflicts, implicit
discrimination, unsubjective me, and imbalance in family, work, and life, Third, in selective
coding, it was found to be a “solid position by overcoming career barriers,” and in the
analysis of coping behavior types, it was found to be growth-seeking, career-keeping,
dropping, and unfamiliar challenges,

Finally, by synthesizing the research results, discussions on career barriers and coping

behaviors of lifelong educators, limitations, and follow-up studies were suggested,

[Keywords] Lifelong educator, career barrier, coping behavior, grounded theory
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